Tuesday July 6, 2010 we were shocked by the news that that day our former colleague Lute Bos had died unexpectedly at the age of 82.
Lute was a world-famous plant virologist. From the start of his career in 1957 until his retirement from the Institute for Plant Protection (IPO-DLO) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) . Until his death Lute was actively involved in the committee on Terminology which was responsible for the list with correct Dutch names for plant diseases and plant pathology terms. His deep interest in this matter is reflected by the fact hat he was a member of this committee for over 40 years.
Plant viruses were his life and also after his retirement in 1993 Lute stayed actively involved in plant virology. In 1999, 6 years after his retirement he published his last book; 'Plant viruses, unique and intriguing pathogens'. The title reflects his fascination with plant viruses, which after a life-long study still held many mysteries. Until his death he regularly visited the institute (now Plant Research International) for information from the extensive plant virological archive he left to us or simply for a chat. He kept a keen and critical but always inspiring interest in the plant virology research at PRI. His broad knowledge and years of experience were still nationally and internationally highly regarded. Sadly, just before the end of this talk he suffered a fatal heart attack.
Lute will be missed by many. Not only as a plant virologist but also as an erudite man with an inspiring passion for plant virology. Our thoughts go out to his wife and son and daughter he leaves behind.
